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Though separated by some 7,500 miles, the UIC College 
of Pharmacy and National Taiwan University (NTU) 
maintain a close, intimate bond, one forged over nearly 
two decades of interaction and formally solidifi ed by a 
2007 gift from veteran pharmaceutical executive Jane 
Hsiao, PhD ’73.

With UIC’s support, NTU established Taiwan’s fi rst 
PharmD program, laying the groundwork for an ever-
growing array of academic and clinical opportunities 
that have enhanced patient care, ignited new 
opportunities and modernized clinical pharmacy 
practice in the Asian nation.

“NTU is a trailblazer and we’re proud to be a part of their 
story,” says Dr. Alan Lau, professor emeritus and director 
of International Clinical Pharmacy Education at UIC.

Developing a benefi cial relationship

Two decades ago, Lau participated in a national 
pharmacy conference in Taiwan, a trip that brought him 
onto the campus of NTU, Taiwan’s most prestigious 

public university and one of the globe’s top-ranked 
institutions of higher learning. As Lau maintained 
communications with NTU faculty and students 
following his visit and later connected personnel 
at the two schools together, a deeper relationship 
blossomed. 

“Over time, we got to know each another well and 
saw the benefi ts of being engaged with one another,” 

Lau says, noting that UIC has long valued international 
allies, holding established partnerships with the likes of 
Peking Union Medical College in Beijing and the National 

University of Singapore.

UIC’s decade-long informal relationship 
with NTU transformed into a formal 
partnership in 2007 when Hsiao, an NTU 
graduate herself, established the Jane 

H. Hsiao National Taiwan University 
Doctorate Development Fund at UIC. 

Empowered by the gift, one explicitly designed to help 
NTU develop a PharmD program, UIC shared details 
of its curriculum, held pharmacotherapy and clinical 
teaching skill workshops and welcomed 14 clinical 
preceptors from NTU’s hospital to UIC for a six-month 
training program. 

Given rising momentum in Taiwan for the nation’s 
pharmacists to play a more clinical role in drug 
therapy, UIC’s ties to NTU have only deepened in 
subsequent years. 

UIC faculty have helped NTU update course content, 
served as speakers at NTU-hosted symposiums on 
clinical practice and leadership in pharmacy practice, 
run programs on clinical teaching skills and propelled 
the development of NTU’s community pharmacy 
program. UIC also helped NTU open Taiwan’s fi rst 
operating room pharmacy, which included training 
NTU pharmacists at UIC hospital and clinics, while 
UIC personnel also advised on the launch of an 
anticoagulation clinic at NTU that currently provides 
training to pharmacists across Taiwan.

“They are doers at NTU, and they’ve taken what they’ve 
learned to improve clinical pharmacy practice, education 
and patient care,” says Dr. Jan Engle, UIC’s senior 
associate dean responsible for International Affairs, 
and now Executive Director of Accreditation at ACPE. 
“There’s been commitment on both sides to making this 
a true partnership so that we’re all making a difference.”

Dr. Fe-Lin Lin Wu, an associate professor at the NTU 
School of Pharmacy, says UIC has made a “tremendous 
contribution” to transforming pharmacy education at NTU.
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“The training at UIC is an eye-opening and mind-
opening journey for all the pharmacists and students 
from NTU,” Wu says. “With many pharmacists facing the 
same direction, we can then create a vision, light the 
platform and build a bridge.”

A model for other international partnerships

The success of UIC’s partnership with NTU has fueled 
the College of Pharmacy to more intentionally develop 
collaborations with other international partners, 
stimulating relationships with institutions in more than 
a dozen countries, including Thailand, Malta and the 
Philippines.

“Part of our mission is to serve society, and that 
service isn’t limited to the Chicago area,” UIC College 
of Pharmacy Dean Dr. Glen Schumock says. “Our 
relationship with NTU has helped us better identify the 
value we can bring to these relationships.”

With NTU, Lau says UIC has been able to inspire global 
pharmacy leaders by advancing education, practice and 
scholarship to drive improved patient care. 

“We’ve been able to help transform clinical pharmacy 
practice and have a lasting impact on people at the 
professional and personal level,” he says, adding that 
UIC’s ties to NTU have also spurred a much broader 
view of pharmacy practice and education that has 
enriched and affi rmed the work of faculty and students 
at both institutions. “There have certainly been 
opportunities to learn from each other.”

Yet more, the College’s partnership with NTU has 
further solidifi ed UIC’s global reputation as a leader in 
clinical pharmacy education and practice. By helping 
institutions develop their pharmacy curriculums to 
teaching, speaking and consulting, UIC has raised its 
international profi le and created a level of international 
partnering and impact matched by few of its U.S. peers. 

“Where we see an opportunity make an impact – to 
improve health, educate and drive the level of care 
pharmacists can provide to their patients – then we’re 
going to do that, and our partnership with NTU stands a 
wonderful example of that,” Schumock says.
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FIVE-POINT VISION

Provide unparalleled pharmacy 
education and training 

Lead the nation in pharmaceutical 
research that impacts health 

Be the epicenter of innovative 
pharmacy services 

Advance the profession through 
leadership and advocacy

Foster a culture of excellence, 
collaboration, and inclusiveness
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